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doubt that during that long time their

rapidly, their wording acquiring a          of prescriptive

immutability, and Magna Carta especially was

to be a symbol of the law's supremacy, yet It is         true

that to the end of the thirteenth century at least, they

were very practical documents            articles

so out of date but that they were the subject of

controversy with the king or his                    of

administration .in the courts.1

The protest which was drawn t?p in July, 1297, under
the leadership of the Marshall and Constable,          of

Norfolk and Hereford respectively, purported to be in
behalf of archbishops* bishops, abbots, priors,
the whole community of the land         terre                   ;

in its articles prominence was given to the
tas; and in article four there is mention of the
or neglect of the articles of Magna Carta, the         being
besotight to correct this abuse.3   The great enactment,
Confirmatio CartarutnJ3'            by the king in November,

will be considered in connection with the origin of Parlia-
ment.4 It is enough to note here that in it was laid
down the principle of no taxation without the consent
of the taxed. It was not a restoration of the long omitted
article twelve of Magna Carta; but the principle there
declared that the suzerain could not arbitrarily levy
exactions upon his vassals was here replaced by a national
principle determining the relation of sovereign to subjects,

There was an unhappy sequel to this seemingly grand
conclusion of the struggle of Edward's reign.    The barons

lias been noticed earlier (1244 and 1265); but the most important instance
was the inclusion of the great clauses on taxation in the confirming order
of 1297. In 1301, the "Articles upon the Charters" (Articuli super Car-
tels), a document of twenty articles of which the first was the confirming
order, was a vigorous and detailed statement of contemporary abuses and
points of controversy. See summary headings of these articles in 5M-
utos of ike Realm, Lt 136-14*-           .    .              .            .
1 This has just been shown in convincing detail in Dr. Faith Thompson s
The First Cmtnry of Magna Carta.
a Bemont, Chartes des Liberies Anglaises, pp. 76-78.
s A. and S., pp. 86-88.                     4 See below, pp. 407-409.